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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Mecklin 
To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and 
Scientific Methods: 

The statement in the last issue of the Journal to the effect that I re- 
signed my position as professor of philosophy at Lafayette College be- 
cause my teachings were thought to be contrary to the standards of the 
Presbyterian Church is somewhat misleading. 

The issue was one of text-books and teaching methods, not of attacks 
upon church standards. Exception was taken by the authorities to the use 
of Angell's " Psychology," Dewey's and Tuft's " Ethics," and similar text- 
books, on the ground that the functional and genetic method employed in 
them is opposed to the traditions of the college and subversive of the faith 
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and morals of the students. No objection was raised to the use of the 
genetic method in other departments, such as biology and geology. In 
justification of my colleagues in these departments it should be said that 
the teaching in the department of philosophy had their thorough sympathy 
and support. 

It is, of course, a familiar fact that the above text-books and methods 
are used in other Presbyterian colleges and there is little doubt that they 
would have passed unchallenged in Lafayette but for the fact that their 
implications were thought to be a menace to the particular type of Pres- 
byterianism that at present dominates the policy of the institution. This 
fact should be clearly realized by the friends of higher education and by 
the supporters of the college. It involves a most important question, 
namely, whether a well-meaning, but misguided loyalty to outworn theo- 
logical beliefs is to take precedence over loyalty to approved scientific 
methods and well-attested facts. It is, of course, evident that no institu- 
tion of learning can do its best work under any such policy. 

It seems that the above statement of the facts should be made in the 
interests of higher education and of the college, as well as for the en- 
lightenment of my fellow-teachers of philosophy. I believe this statement 
will ensure their sympathy and support in the course I have taken. 

Very truly yours, 

John M. Mecklin. 

Lafayette College, 
September 11, 1913. 



A conference on the Binet-Simon tests was arranged by Professor 
Lewis M. Terman, of Stanford University, to be held at Buffalo on Au- 
gust 29 in connection with the Fourth International Congress of School 
Hygiene. The special purpose of the conference was to consider matter 
relating to needed revisions of the scale and to its proper use. Among 
those who read papers were Dr. Henry H Goddard, Dr. Otto Bobertag, of 
the University of Breslau, Dr. F. Kuhlmann, Professor Josiah Morse, 
Professor W. H. Pyle, Dr. Charles Scott Berry, Dr. Carrie B. Squire, Dr. 
Grace M. Fernald, Dr. E. A. Doll, Professor J. E. W. Wallin, Professor 
Lewis M. Terman, and Professor G. M. Whipple. 

Professor Masaharu Anesaki, who occupies the chair of the science 
of religion at the Imperial University, Tokyo, has been appointed for next 
year professor of Japanese literature and life at Harvard University, and 
will give three courses dealing with the philosophical and religious thought 
of Japan. 

Professor Edmund H. Hollands, of Butler College, has been ap- 
pointed to a professorship in the University of Kansas. He has been 
succeeded by Dr. E. Jordan (Chicago), who was last year instructor in 
philosophy in Cornell University. 

Dr. Christian A. Euckmick, of Cornell University, has been appointed 
instructor in psychology in the University of Ulinois. 

John R. Tuttle has accepted an appointment as acting professor of 
philosophy and education in Elmira College. 



